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Tubercle on the Free Border of the Iris.-T. M. TYRRELL, F.R.C.S. A. P, a woman, aged 28, married. No family history of eye trouble. History.-First seen July 20, 1936, complaining of pain and dimness of vision for one month. Wassermann reaction negative; heart and lungs normal; phthisis suspected last year, but this has not been confirmed by X-ray examination on two occasions.
Examination.-In July a pink gelatinous nodule appeared on the free border of the iris at 4 o'clock, about 2 mm. in diameter; one large patch of keratitis punctata at the centre. Slit-lamp shows one or two posterior synechie. Now, after two months' treatment, the mass is 1 mm. broad, and has puckered up the iris on the left side; two more small masses of keratitis punctata above the original one.
Treatment.-Atropine drops 1% and injections of T.R. weekly, commencing with a dosage of 1/10,000 mgm. The tubercle is slowly getting smaller.
(From Mr. H. S. Worton's Clinic, Princess Beatrice Hospital, S.W.5.)
Discussion.-Mr. J. FOSTER said that the appearance of this condition by focal illumination suggested that it was a gumma rather than a tuberculous lesion. It was situated on the pupillary, and not on the ciliary, margin, it was rather large, and was of a yellowish-red, rather than a greyish-red colour.
Mr. EUGENE WOLFF said that in the clinical diagnosis the number of vessels was very important. The relatively avascular type was likely to be tuberculous. If the condition in the present case had been gummatous, vessels would have been evident. He did not consider that the localization on the pupillary or ciliary border had any bearing on diagnosis; tuberculous lesions, and also secondary lesions in syphilis, occurred on both sites.
